PROMOTION

Focus On Focal Points
With Abacus Gardens

FOCAL POINTS IN 2 garden are those items G o | b
that stand out, are eye catching and ultimately : L £
create a unique and defining character within
the garden space. Abacus Gardens, the land-
scaping geniuses and members of the South
African Landscape Institute, strongly believe
that from the onset, each and every garden
should be designed with a focal point in
mind.

However, Abacus adds that focal points that
comprise of plants alone do not always create
sufficient definition and design influence.
Therefore, the company often chooses focal
points that have a hard landscaping nature to
enhance and influence the garden style.

There are many reasons for the necessity of
a focal point in a garden - garden omaments
encourage visual excitement and contrast,
they create a vista or may well be a place
from where you can enjoy a view, they could
be quite functional or they could be designed
purely for fun or as a decorative design state-
ment However, above all focal points create a
sense of balance and add to the comfort and
enjoyment that you will get from your garden.

According to Abacus, water features are
some of the most popular focal points, since
they create exciting effects - from still reflect-
ing ponds, to sculptured waterfalls, Water
features also evoke sound and the splashing
and movement of the water adds a tranquil
energy to the overall garden design.

Soothing cascading water features, a garden
bench under a large shady tree, bird baths,

sun dials, a gazebo, meandering stepping
stone pathways, an archway covered in a fur-
ously flowering rambling rose, statues, sculp-
tures or even abstract art works - are all excel-
lent examples of the effectiveness of garden
focal points. Fower pots, a space set aside for
sunset gin and tonics, latices and trellises, a
hammock or a swing bench can ako be used
as good focal points in certain gardens.

To ensure that you get the best landscap-
ing element for your garden, Abacus has
designed and created certain focal points
for the stunning themed gardens it creates.
For Bali-style gardens for example, Abacus
notes that the ideal focal points comprise a
Japanese temple, Eastern gong, dark wooden
pergalas with sloping roofs, a Koi pond or a
terracotta soldier.

For a Provencal-style outdoor area, Abacus
recommends wrought iron gazebos, mini
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